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CONCLUSION 
Therefore, appellant respectfully requests that this court [what court should do]. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 
) 
day of ---2-:.......,:_,:c...::::..,,._-'-'=,q.._-' 20 _U_, I 
mailed a true and correct copy of the APPELLANT'S BRIEF via prison mail system for 
processing to the United States mail system, postage prepaid, addressed to: 
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Deputy Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, ID 
Richard J. Urrizaga 
Inmate #35703 
S.I.C.I. 
P.O. Box 8509 
Boise, ID 83707 
STATEOFIDAHO 
OFFICE OF THE STATE APPELLATE PUBLIC DEFENDER 
June 13, 2011 
RE: State v. Urrizaqa, Information regarding the state laboratory 
Docket No. 30174, 32317 & 33457 
Dear Mr. Urrizaga: 
You are receiving this letter because our records indicate that after January 1, 2003, 
the State Appellate Public Defender was appointed to represent you in an appeal from a 
conviction involving either controlled substances or driving while under the influence. The 
State Appellate Public Defender has recently received information which may have affected 
your case. Enclosed you will find copies of three memorandums sent out by the Idaho 
State Police which indicate that as early as 2003, certain improprieties occurred in at least 
one of the state's forensic laboratories. 
Please note, the State Appellate Public Defender has not determined whether the 
information contained herein actually affected your case. Rather, we are notifying you of 
this information so you may review it, consider whether to investigate the issue further, and · 
determine whether you wish to pursue any post-conviction challenges to your conviction. 
The State Appellate Public Defender, and any conflict attorney we may have hired, 
were appointed to represent you only for purposes of appeal. Because this newly 
discovered information cannot be offered for the first time in an appeal, it is not now and 
was not ever relevant to your present or past appeal. Accordingly, neither this office, nor 
any conflict attorney assigned by this office, can help you raise any challenges to your 
conviction based upon this information. Instead, you may wish to consult with either the 
prison resource center or an attorney about your legal options. If you do desire to pursue 
any legal challenges, please be aware that most legal proceedings have strict timelines 
which must be met. 
Enclosures 
Sincerer,
1 Li ~(x.lc""/ 
MQlly J. Huskey, D 
Idaho State Appellate Public Defender 
Stale Appellate Public Defender 
3050 J\. Lake Harbor Lane. Sui:c H•O 
Bnise. ID ~.)'7(JJ 
.1 I acceptresponsiblllty for It. Now let me spend the next 
2 five hours telling you why everyone connected with this 
3 transaction is Ill motivated, why it ain't so, why It ain't 
-4 fair. It's a huge distraction. 
s The long and the short of It is you can't 
6 simply do away with the salient fact which is he sold a 
1 large quantity of methamphetamine for a large amount of 
a cash and do It In one sentence and say now let's move onto 
9 something more Important. There lsn1t anything more 
.10· important. That's the gravamen of the case. That's what 
11 .justified the sentence. 
12 Since that sentencing I have reconsidered 
13 and pondered in my own mind whether or not It was fair and 
14 reasonable. I have done that time after time after time. 
15 I now have, I guess, an even larger database ofinfonmation 
16 from which to operate in temJS of gauging the 
17 proportionality of the sentence with the gravity of the 
18 crime simply because I have been a judge longer and I have 
19 seen more people similarly situated. 
20 What I know based upon what I've done since 
21 is that by comparison Mr. Urrizaga1s sentence was 
22 relatively mild and that I have sentenced several other 
23 individuals accused of methamphetamine trafficking in 
24 Twin Falls County in exchange for cash to longer sentences 
25 than I gave Mr. Urrizaga. And looking back on this 
l sentence today and on Mr. Urrizaga as an individual, I 
2 dont feel like I have any apologies to give anyone for 
3 this sentence. I think It was reasonable under the 
' circumstances and I think it was fair under the 5 circumstances. 
6 We are a community awash in methamphetamine. , From what I can tell, while he was at large in this 
8 community, Mr. Urrizaga was a very important factor in that 
9 circumstance. The message that I have to send here was 
10 both to Mr. Urrizaga and to other people. To Mr. Urrizaga, 
11 that for the next period of somewhere between 12 and 22 
12 years you1re not going to be selling methamphetamine in 
13 Twin Falls County. To other people, if you sell large 
14 quantities of methamphetamine in Twin Falls County in 
15 exchange for cash, you are going to the penitentiary for a 
16 very long period of time. 
17 There was a definite deterrent component 
19 both to Mr. Urrizaga and to others in the community at 
19 large with this sentence. This was a fairly high profile 
20 case and it was my intention to make a point both with 
21 Mr. Urrizaga and with other people, and that is, that if 
22 you make methamphetamine or you sell it in large 
23 quantities, come expecting to go to jail. Bring your 
24 to:ithbrush and a pocketbook because you1re going to go and 
•• ,1 •' - --...! --C. ,LI..,.,.~..,, f,.,.,,,J +~~+ ur~~ t~.e 10.,..ic:inn 
22 24 
1 that I made with Mr. Urrfzaga. 
2 As I said earlier, I have thought this 
3 through repeatedly and carefully. I do not have any 
4 inclination to change this sentence as I sit here right 
s now, I think Mr. Urrizaga isa very tragic figure in the 
6 sense that he's a person who's very personable, who is very 
7 intelligent, who could have done some very good and 
8 important things with his lif£ and his time and elected 
9 instead-to be a drug dealer. That's a real shame. He 
10 could have done something good for the community and 
11 instead was one of the largest purveyors of methamphetamine 
12 in the west end of the county. It is just as simple as 
U that. · 
1' I r~peatedly for a long period of time 
15 after Mr. Urrizaga was sentenced was reminded about how 
16 extensive his involvement in that culture was because I saw 
17 defendant after defendant after defendant aft.er defendant 
1B mostly from. the Buhl and Aler area who were involved in 
l9 one way, shape or form or another with Mr. Urrizaga's 
20 enterprise. It seemed like there was no end to those folks 
21 for a period of about a year or 18 months and finally time 
22 took its toll and I stopped having to deal with folks who 
23 had been Mr. Urrizaga's confederates or customers or 
24 suppliers or mules or salesmen. 
25 But it was clear to me, as l said earlier, 
23 25 
l that what was needed here was a stiff dose of punishment 
2 and the legislature In this case prescribed that I send 
3 Mr .. Urrizaga to the pen!tentiary for a mandatory mini{um _ 
4 penod of five years. Given the quantities of _uo.,,+ (lu-i 
5 methamphetamine Involved, It was actually ten__y~, but 
6 partofthe plea bargain:arrangem.ent was that Mr. Urrizaga . 
7 was only,.subjected to the,five year-penalty. That was the 
8 deal.. I went.along withthatpartofthe deal. 
9 But the long and the short of it is here is 
lD that Mr. Urrizaga was one of the direct targets that the 
l1 idaho legislature had in mind when they enacted the drug 
12 control statutes that had mandatory minimum sentencing 
13 provisions. lt was people like Mr. Urrizaga that they 
u intended to reach and they succeeded in this case. I was 
15 asked to give Mr. Urrizaga life imprisonment and I gave him 
16 25 years or 22 years, excuse me, on the top end and 12 on 
17 the bottom. l believe that I was asked -- I believe that 
1B the request was 2D to life, or 25 to life and I doni 
19 remember which. But the sentence that I was asked to 
20 impose was much harsher than the one I did impose. 
21 One of the reasons that the sentence was not 
22 as harsh as I was requested to impose was that the ~tate 
23 did not provide as much information as could have been 
24 provided with regard to the ~tent of hls trafficking 
?; nl'~rations. Had that evidence been oresen:ed as 
Et~i¼N ~ T 
1\1EMORANDUM ~ 
Twill Falls County Office of the p bl' D f M · u " 1 c e ender 
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Twin Falls County Office of the Public Defender 
Marilyn B. Paul, Chief Public Defender 
P.O. Box 126, .'.231 4th Ave N. 
Twin Falls, ID 83303-0126 
(ph) (208) 734-1155 
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